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 246 THE CELTIC REVIEW

 of Cornish Methodism-a very different sort of people from
 the same classes in a non-Celtic country-and I found that
 perhaps the most intelligent of these letters was from an
 ordinary walking postman. People of that class in Cornwall
 want to know things, and, what is more, they generally
 succeed.

 THE CELTIC ELEMENT IN LOWLAND SCOTLAND

 JAMES FEREGUSON

 I

 SCOTLAND has long been known as the country of two races,
 speaking different languages and with different manners and
 customs. The contrast struck the minds of foreign observers
 who visited the country before the Union of the Crowns, and
 language and local conditions combined to produce the broad
 division into Lowlanders assumed to be altogether Teutonic,
 and Highlanders classified as Celtic. In some respects there
 would seem, superficially, to be more in common between a
 Scot of the eastern seaboard and a Dutchman than between
 the former and a western Islesman. The obvious contrast-

 more marked one or two centuries ago, when the Lowlander
 had long been engrossed in peaceful pursuits while the
 Highlander dwelt apart behind the Grampians, retaining his
 martial traditions-favoured the popular notion that the
 Anglo-Saxons had bodily driven out the Celts from the low-
 land shires to a refuge in the recesses of the mountains. The
 theory is embodied in stirring lines by Sir Walter Scott:-

 'Saxon, from yonder mountain high,
 I marked thee send delighted eye,
 Far to the south and east, where lay,
 Extended in succession gay,
 Deep waving fields and pastures green,
 With gentle slopes and groves between :-
 These fertile plains, that softened vale,
 Were once the birthright of the Gael;
 The stranger came with iron hand,
 And from our fathers reft the land.'
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 It was supported by the prejudice existing in the Lowland
 middle-class mind against the Highlander, whose most con-
 spicuous virtues and failings were both curiously different
 from those cultivated in the 'douce' and strait-laced
 atmosphere of a lowland town, and to which the enactments
 of some of the burghs against the wearing of tartan-
 generalised from by the Teutonically minded historian-bear
 witness. But such generalisations afford very unsafe footing.
 It is a frequent phenomenon in national life that an element
 of different blood and race is so successfully assimilated that
 it becomes 'more Irish than the Irish themselves.' The

 causes that determine what language shall prevail are difficult
 to trace, but mere numbers are not sufficient to settle the
 issue. The Scottish and English peoples are not the same.
 Both are compound, and to a certain extent the elements
 may be the same, but they are certainly compounded in
 differing quantities, and even of the elements which resemble
 each other the quality varies. It is probable that over a
 great part of England the Celtic element contributed by the
 ancient Britons is much larger than is generally supposed,
 and Tennyson might more correctly have written:-

 ' Saxon and Celt and Norman are we.'

 In the Scottish Lowlands the Celtic proportion must be
 much greater. Certain hard facts in the history of the two
 kingdoms at least suggest this. England was conquered by
 the Romans, the Saxons, and the Normans. Scotland, north
 of the Forth, was invaded by Agricola and Severus, and
 temporarily occupied by Edward I. and Oliver Cromwell, but
 has never been conquered at all. There has never been any
 national conquest in Scotland, involving an enormous transfer
 of landed property, such as England experienced, To England
 the Normans came as an army of conquerors. To Scotland
 they came as individuals to push their fortunes at the court
 of the Scottish kings, and took root in the country in many
 cases as the husbands of heiresses of ancient Celtic families.

 In some cases they became the progenitors and chiefs of High-
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 land clans, such as Frasers, Chisholms, and Cummings.
 Indeed the Norman baron seems to have blended more readily
 with the Celtic Scot than with the Saxon of England. The
 descendants of Norman knights and Celtic ladies were sup-
 ported in the War of Independence on both sides no less loyally
 by a Highland following and Lowland tenantry mustered for
 the field under the obligation subsisting from purely Celtic
 times of 'Scottish service' than by mailclad knights. The
 feudal system throughout Scotland was blended with the
 feeling and developed on lines marked out for it by the ties
 of kindred and clanship which were essentially Celtic in
 origin and sentiment.

 It is not to the Norman element, great as that was in its
 qualities of leadership, and important as was its influence on
 the government of the country and the advance of civilisation,
 that we can look for any great displacement of the mass of
 the population. The incursions of the Danes and Norwegians
 no doubt contributed a strong strain of blood, particularly in
 the far north, but it is a curious fact that the islands and
 western districts which were longest under their sway, and
 retain in nomenclature most evidence of their presence, are
 those which at this time are recognised as most Celtic. There
 remains the Anglo-Saxon element which conquered and
 Teutonised the eastern lowlands south of the Forth, and at
 times overran the British kingdom of Strathclyde, though
 there it made no permanent conquest as in the eastern low
 country south of the great estuary significantly called the
 'Scotte Water.'

 There is no record of permanent successful invasion by
 the Angles of the Northumbrian kingdom either of Scotland
 north of the Forth, or of the country west of the hills that
 divide the east and west of southern Scotland, although the
 name Dumfries-the Fort of the Frisians-speaks of a
 settlement on the Nith, Kirk-Oswald in Ayrshire com-
 memorates a Saxon conqueror, and other names in the west
 indicate the location among the older inhabitants of Saxon
 and Norse elements. When the Scottish monarchy was
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 finally consolidated and the realm assumed its modern limits,
 one of the constituents was the separate principality of
 Strathclyde or Cumbria. To west and north alike the Saxon
 element came by Saxon captives brought in by King Malcolm,
 by refugees from the conquest of England, by peaceful im-
 migration, by the followers of feudal lords accompanying them
 to the north, by the growth of royal burghs, burghs of regality,
 and burghs of barony, to which tradesmen and strangers
 were invited to resort. Such influx of population must change
 and modify the racial elements and type, but it does not
 destroy. Races are blended and the blood of the older in-
 habitants flows in the veins of those called by the names of
 the new comers.

 It is very doubtful if the Saxon element has to any
 substantial extent submerged the original Celtic race among
 the mass of the rural population in the counties north of the
 Forth. There is no authentic record, unless it be in Moray,
 of any extermination or transportation of the original Pictish
 population. Robertson, in his Scotland under her Early Kings,
 points out that in the thirteenth century the native pro-
 prietary along the eastern coast were not eradicated, that the
 bulk of the population from the Earls downwards in the
 country districts bore Celtic names, that as the upper classes
 became feudalised and adopted surnames from their lands,
 the lower orders who found their way into the towns, the
 population of which was originally mostly of alien extraction,
 became Teutonised, spoke Lowland Scotch, and were frequently
 known by the Teutonic names of their trades, and that the
 policy of King David and his successors was founded on a
 principle diametrically opposed to the theory of displacement,
 it being to introduce rather than to enforce feudal tenure.

 These considerations, drawn from the broad facts of
 Scottish history, receive support from the special history of
 different parts of the country, from the testimony of place-
 names, from significant facts recorded as to language, from
 traditions of common origin, and from indications afforded by
 prevalent surnames.
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 When the Romans reached the region north of the Forth
 they found themselves face to face with 'new nations,' and
 the large limbs, blue eyes, and red hair of the Caledonian
 Pict-seen to this day at many a railway station-struck
 them as a different type from the Britons of England or even
 of the country south of the Forth. The generally received
 opinion is that at the Roman conquest the country between
 the walls, except Galloway, was occupied by British tribes.
 But there may be something in the contention of Colonel
 James Robertson, in his Gaelic Topography of Scotland, that
 the place-names of the south indicate in very few instances
 an affinity with Wales or Cornwall, and suggest that the
 country was occupied by a Gaelic race, and the Britons came
 in with the Romans. There is little doubt that there was
 Roman blood in their royal house. There are, however,
 indications that the name of the tribe found in the southern
 Lowlands being the same as that of one in Cornwall was no
 mere coincidence, for the Pictish language seems to have
 been influenced by communication with neighbours speaking
 a British dialect with some affinity to that of Cornwall.
 Professor Veitch makes out that to quite a substantial extent
 the place-names of Tweeddale and the southern uplands west
 of the Gala are of Cymric derivation.

 When the curtain rises on definite history after the years
 of storm and struggle that immediately followed the fall of
 the Roman power and the departure of the historic legions
 that for nearly four hundred years had held the outposts of
 the Empire, Scotland is found held by four races of which
 three were Celtic. The Angles of Northumbria possessed
 the Merse and south-eastern Lowlands; and the prevalence of
 English local names in these districts indicates how thorough
 the conquest had been. The west, from the head of Loch
 Lomond at least as far as the Derwent in Cumberland, was
 held by the Britons of Strathclyde. The Scots proper from
 Ireland possessed Dalriada, or practically the modern county
 of Argyll. In the south-west a branch of the Pictish race
 held Galloway, and it is a curious feature of their history
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 that they were generally in alliance with the Angles of
 Northumbria, and later on good terms with the Norsemen,
 earning from the Welsh bards the description of men who
 had foresworn their baptism and adopted the manners and
 customs of the Northmen. All beyond the Forth formed the
 great Pictish kingdom, while there was also a considerable
 Pictish population in the Lothians, probably representing a
 successful invasion and settlement after the breaching of the
 northern wall. In his Arthurian Localities Mr. Stuart

 Glennie indicates how the relations of the Pictish kingdom of
 Lothian with the British kingdom of Strathclyde, and the
 relationship of its sovereign Lothus to King Arthur, fit in
 with the legends of the twelve Arthurian battles, and how
 the tradition of Queen Guinevere's sepulture at Meigle
 harmonises with her being of Pictish blood, and flying with
 a paramour of Pictish blood to regions inhabited by their
 own race.

 The outstanding feature of the Pictish kingdom north of
 the Forth was its division into seven great provinces inhabited
 by leading tribes. These each contained two subdivisions,
 and about the year 700 were-Fife and Fothreve (Fothreve
 being West Fife and Kinross), Strathearn and Menteith,
 Atholl and Gowrie, Angus and Mearns, Mar and Buchan,
 Moray and Ross, and Caithness within and beyond the
 mountains (i.e. Sutherland and Caithness). Two hundred
 years later, under the Scottish monarchy of Kenneth Macalpine,
 the same sevenfold division is found, although the place of
 Caithness, then in the hands of the Norwegians, is taken by
 Argyll, the original seat of the ruling Scottish race.

 The same sevenfold divisions, or the parts of them, can
 be identified in the great territorial divisions ruled over by
 Mormaers, whose representatives can be traced in the seven
 Earls of Scotland who were in a special degree the advisers of
 the Scottish king. Skene points out that the Highland line
 which for two centuries (the seventeenth and eighteenth) was
 the boundary between the English and the Gaelic speaking
 communities 'intersected the old Earldoms of Lennox, Men-
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 teith, Strathearn, Gowry, Angus, Mar, Buchan, and Moray,
 which represented the older great Celtic tribes or Mortuath
 governed by their Ri-Mortuath or Mormaers, and the portion
 of each earldom included in the Highland line consisted of
 that part which retained its Gaelic population intact, while the
 rest of it became more or less colonised by foreign settlers.'

 The blood of several of the Celtic Mormaers can be

 traced in leading Scottish houses, and through them flows
 in the veins of practically all the Scottish nobility, and of
 a very large proportion of the Scottish gentry. In the case
 of Moray, the ancient line of the Mormaers remained in
 constant opposition to the royal house of Malcolm Canmore,
 and was broken in the strife, while the repeated insurrections
 of the men of Moray led, about 1160, to King Malcolm taking
 the strong measure of transportation. According to Fordun,
 he 'removed them all from the land of their birth, and
 scattered them throughout the other districts of Scotland,
 both beyond the hills and on this side thereof, so that not
 even a native of that land abode there, and he installed
 therein his own peaceful people.' In the case of Buchan, the
 Book of Deir has preserved a tolerably complete list of the
 Mormaers, from Bede the Pict in the time of Columba to
 Colban Earl of Buchan in the reign of David I. The
 grandson of Colban was Fergus Earl of Buchan, whose
 daughter Marjorie married William Comyn, and every
 Aberdeenshire family, which through the Cheynes of Ravens-
 craig or the Keiths of Inverugie traces a descent from the
 Comyn Earls of Buchan, thus also inherits the blood of the
 ruling family of the aboriginal Pict.

 The line of the Celtic Earls of Mar lasted to the time of

 Robert II., when the representation passed, by an heiress,
 first to the Douglases, and then to the Stewarts, and is still
 maintained in the Erskines.

 In Angus a succession of Mormaers is recorded. The
 heiress of the last Celtic Earl carried the Earldom to the

 Norman house of De Umfraville, by whom it was forfeited in
 1307; but the Earls of Airlie and family of Ogilvie are
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 believed to be the direct male descendants of Gilbert, grand-
 son of Gillibred, and brother of Gilchrist Earl of Angus in
 the time of William the Lion.

 The Earldom of Strathearn was, upon the death of
 Malise, the seventh recorded Celtic Earl, resumed by King
 David, but his sister carried the representation to the Morays
 of Abercairney. Similarly, Menteith passed by marriage in
 the time of Alexander ii. to the Comyns, and through them
 to the Grahams and the Stewarts of the House of Albany.
 The Celtic Earls of Atholl were a branch of the royal house of
 Malcolm Canmore. Their direct representation through an
 heiress ended with the forfeiture of David de Strathbogie in
 1327, but the Atholl clan of Robertson are said to be their
 descendants in the male line.

 The district of the Lennox seems originally to have been,
 to some extent at least, part of the British kingdom of
 Strathclyde-the Reged given by Arthur to Urien-but at a
 very early period it must have been traversed by the Scots of
 Daliada, on their way to battles fought in the central debat-
 able land near Falkirk, and was the scene of one of their
 disasters at the hands of the Strathclyde Britons. With the
 increasing weakness of the British kingdom, it seems to have
 passed into the hands of the Scots, and received a purely
 Gaelic population. The alleged descent of the ancient Earls
 of Lennox from a Saxon fugitive is now questioned, while
 there is some confirmation for the Irish pedigree which makes
 the first of them known to the peerages the son and grandson
 of two Mormaers with purely Celtic names. The annals of
 Ulster record the slaughter, in 1216, of the chief of Cinel
 Fergusa, with his brothers and many others, by Muireadhach,
 son of the Mormaer of Lennox. The heiress of the line

 carried the representation to the Stewarts of Darnley, and
 through the ill-fated Darnley and King Charles ii., the Duke
 of Richmond and Gordon is their descendant. But in the
 male line, the Macfarlanes of that Ilk, the Buchanans, and
 certain families of the name of Lennox are believed to be
 direct descendants.
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 There remains one important province of ancient Alban,
 the history of which suggests another line of consideration.
 The revolution or dynastic change that placed the Scottish
 house of Kenneth Macalpine on the Pictish throne at Scone
 does not appear to have been due to any extermination of the
 Picts by the Scots, as believed by the medieval historians,
 but the successful assertion of a more or less well-founded

 claim to inherit the Pictish kingdom. It was certainly
 enforced by warfare, and this, no doubt, led to a certain
 displacement or superseding of the Pictish nobility in the
 central districts by Dalriadic Scots, while, during the 200
 years prior to the introduction of Saxon influences at the
 court of Malcolm Canmore, the Scottish element would
 become stronger, more especially in the regions round the
 capital at Scone. It seems probable that the Gaelic element
 which overran the Lennox came from Argyll, and the great
 glens down which the Tay, the Earn, and the Leny flow
 towards the eastern sea pyobably were the lines of advance
 on Atholl and Gowrie of the Milesian Scot, whose prevalent
 physical characteristics were brown hair and fair skin. To
 Dunkeld were transported the relics of Columba from Iona,
 and the districts of Atholl and Balquhidder were the home of
 clans whose traditions in a special degree associated them
 with the Scottish royal house. The Earls of Atholl were of
 near kin to the Scottish King, and the house of Duncan
 descended from Crinan, the lay abbot of Dunkeld. But in
 earlier days there seems to have been some claim by the
 Dalriadic race on the region south of the Forth, and some
 special connection of the family of Kenneth Macalpine with
 Galloway and with Fife. Dr. Skene points out that the
 ordinary pedigree of the mediheval historian which identifies
 his father Alpin with Alpin son of Eachach, the last actual
 Dalriadic King who can be traced, is unquestionably artificial,
 but considers that the Irish Tract on the Men of Alban seems

 to present a more authentic notice of his descent. 'Accord-
 ing to this tradition,' he writes, 'from Eachach Buidhe, son
 of Aidan, the King of Dalriada inaugurated by Columba, there
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 branched off two clans, the Clan Fergusa Gall, son of
 Eachach Buidhe or the Gabranaigh, and the Clan Conall
 Cerr, son of Eachach Buidhe, who are the men of Fife in the
 sovereignty, that is the clan of Kenneth, son of Alpin, son of
 Aidan.' 'This,' he adds, 'has all the appearance of a genuine
 fragment which has been borrowed from some older source.
 The reference to Fife, which appears to have been the
 province which mainly supported the claim of this family,
 and in which Rathelpin, or the Fort of Alpin, was situated,
 give great probability to it.'

 It is remarkable that probably the most characteristic
 survival of early Celtic usages is associated with Fife, the
 most southern and eastern of the provinces originally held
 by a Gaelic race. This was the Law of Clan Macduff, or the
 privilege by which any manslayer being within the ninth
 degree of kin and blood to Macduff, sometime Earl of Fife,
 on coming to the cross of the Clan Macduff which divided
 Strathearn from Fife, and giving nine cows and a colpindach,
 was held free of the slaughter. The privileges of Clan
 Macduff were otherwise stated as being to place the king in
 his royal seat on coronation-day, to lead the vanguard in
 every battle in which the royal standard was unfurled, and
 that the Earl, and every one of his kin, should on the
 occasion of any sudden and unpremeditated homicide enjoy
 the privilege of Clan Macduff, the gentry on paying 24
 merks, and the commonalty on paying 12. The old
 chroniclers associate these privileges with the recovery of
 the kingdom by Malcolm Canmore; but Dr. Skene observes
 that whether the sept were the remains of the old Celtic
 inhabitants or a Gaelic clan introduced into Fife is difficult

 to determine, and suggests that the idea that it was a
 northern clan which had followed Macbeth from Moray, and
 afterwards rebelled against him, is supported by the facts
 that the race from whom the Mormaers of Moray derived
 their descent is termed in an Irish MS., Clan Duff, and that
 the Earls of Fife undoubtedly possessed from a very early
 period extensive possessions in the north. Whatever may be
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 the truth as to the alleged descent of the northern family of
 Duff, the Macintoshes, and the Wemysses from the historic
 Earls of Fife, it is at least clear that in the reign of Malcolm
 Canmore Fife was essentially the leading province of Celtic
 Scotland, and had been specially associated both with the
 house of Kenneth Macalpine and with that of Duncan. 'It
 would be strange indeed,' says Robertson, 'if no offshoots
 branched off from families which sometimes held their earl-

 doms for centuries. A faint clue exists in Fife through the
 old privileges of Clan M'Duff, which were certainly claimed
 by the families of de Spens and de Arbuthnot, while the
 Seneschalship was held by de Blair and de Balfour. The
 latter office seems to have been invariably conferred upon a
 near kinsman, though in either case it may of course have
 been acquired by marriage. . . . Had the surname existed
 in Scotland, distinct and separate from the territorial appel-
 lation, two or three centuries before it actually arose, many
 of the old Fifeshire families would, I should imagine, have
 had little difficulty in tracing their descent from the premier
 Earls of Scotland.'

 Thus far there have only been considered the lowland
 districts forming part first of Pictland proper, and afterwards
 of Scottish Alban. There remain two in the south-west,
 which had an original population of Celtic race, Pictish
 Galloway and the Cymric Strathclyde. The men of Galloway
 long retained their distinctive character, though allied first
 with the Northumbrian Saxons, and subsequently with the
 Norwegian Vikings, and were the last to retain the name of
 Picts, by which they were known as late as the twelfth cen-
 tury, when they formed a division of the Scottish army at
 the Battle of the Standard. There must, however, have
 been some immigration into Galloway, and a substantial one
 into Carrick, of Scots proper from Dalriada, and it was on
 the shores of Loch Ryan in 741 that Alpin, the last actual
 king of Dalriada, was killed, 'after he had destroyed it.'
 At the same time the conquest of Dalriada by Angus Mac-
 Fergusa, the greatest monarch of the Picts, probably led to
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 a large settlement of Scots in regions beyond its confines.
 It was from Galloway that Kenneth, the son of the later
 Alpin, emerged a century later to reconquer the throne of
 Dalriada and then the Pictish kingdom, while the claim of
 the men of Galloway to lead the van of the Scottish army,
 insisted on at the Battle of the Standard, is said to have
 dated from their services to him. In the reign of Malcolm
 Canmore Galloway is found under the rule of a Celtic prince,
 'Fergus, Lord of Galloway,' to whose lineage all clue is lost,
 and on the death of whose great-grandson, Alan, in 1234, the
 succession passed to his daughter, Devorgilla, the wife of
 John Baliol, through whose daughter, married to Cummin,
 Lord of Badenoch, the blood of the old Celtic lords was
 carried to the Douglases.

 The extent of the Celtic element contributed by the
 British kingdom of Strathclyde is more difficult to ascertain.
 The historic Arthur appears to have been a skilled military
 commander, if not a royal personage, who fought at least
 most of his battles in the region stretching from the Lennox
 by the Lothians to the Tweed and Cumberland, against the
 Saxon colony of Octa and Ebissa, the twelfth successful
 fight being at Mount Badon in 516, and the fatal last battle
 twenty-one years later, in 537, against Medraud, son of Llew,
 the Pictish King of Lothian, at Camelon. The battle of Ard-
 derydd, in 573, was fought between two parties, a Christian
 and a pagan one, among the Britons, and resulted in the
 establishment of Rhydderch, the friend of St. Columba, as
 King of Strathclyde. Before that time the Cymric area had
 extended as far east as a little beyond Kelso, on the Tweed,
 while the Strath of the Gala bad been the scene of two great
 Celtic victories. In 603, in the battle of Dawstone, the Scots
 and Britons, under Aidan, were defeated by the Saxons, the
 line of the Cymric kingdom seems to have shrunk back to the
 upper waters of Yarrow, Ettrick, and Tweed, and it may be
 to this period that the construction is to be attributed of
 those curious works, the Catrail, or Picts Work Ditch, which
 runs southward from a point on the Gala water in Selkirk-
 VOL. I. R
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 shire to the English border, and which was evidently at one
 time-according to Professor Veitch for at least 200 years-
 the frontier between the Strathclyde Britons and the Angles
 of Northumbria, and the Picts' Dyke, or Deil's Dyke, which
 runs from Sanquhar on the Nith to Cairn Ryan on Loch
 Ryan, and was probably the frontier between them and the
 Picts of Galloway. Tradition, with its curious habit of giving
 the name of Pict to every memorial of a forgotten race, has
 associated both with the Picts, and one ingenious suggestion
 has been put forward that the Catrail was a road made by
 the Picts from their settlements in Lothian to the neighbour-
 hood of their kinsmen in Galloway. It seems far more
 probable that the Britons, remembering and still to some
 extent defended by the Roman wall on the north, con-
 structed the Catrail and Picts' Dyke as defences against their
 pertinacious enemies, the Saxons on the east, and the Gal-
 wegian Picts on the south. More than once the British
 kingdom came temporarily under Saxon domination, but
 recovered its independence, and in later years the relations
 of its kings with the Scottish royal house were close.
 Thus in 654 both the Britons and Scots of Dalriada became

 tributary to the Angles of Northumbria for thirty years,
 until the overthrow of the latter by the Picts at Dunnichen
 in 685. In 750 Eadbert, King of Northumbria, is recorded
 as conquering Kyle and other districts, while six years later
 a joint invasion of Picts and Saxons received the submission
 of the Britons at Alclyde or Dumbarton. In the next cen-
 tury Strathclyde again appears as an independent kingdom.
 In 875 it suffered from a Danish invasion, while a Welsh
 chronicle of doubtful authority states that 'in 891 the men
 of Strathclyde who would not unite with the Saxons were
 obliged to leave their country and go to Gwynedd, in North
 Wales.' In 945 it was ravaged by Edmund, King of Wessex,
 and ceded to the Scots, again laid waste by Ethelred in
 1000, and in 1070 furiously invaded by Gospatric, Earl of
 Northumbria. About 910 the line of native princes failed,
 and the Britons elected the brother of Constantin, King of
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 Scots, as their king, and though from the time of Edmund's
 invasion the country seems to have been under the overlord-
 ship of the Scottish Crown, this line of local kings continued
 to the time of Eugenius, who fought in alliance with King
 Malcolm at the victory of Carham, which definitely extended
 the frontiers of Scotland to the Tweed, and was slain in the
 same year. The next king or prince was the Scottish Prince
 Duncan, son of Crinan of Dunkeld, who subsequently suc-
 ceeded his grandfather Malcolm, the last direct male de-
 scendant of Kenneth Macalpine, as King of Scotland. After
 the usurpation of Macbeth, Malcolm Canmore was first estab-
 lished, and reigned for some time as King of the Cumbrian
 Britons and of Lothian, before his recovery of Scotland
 proper. His son Edgar bequeathed Cumbria and Lothian
 separately to his youngest brother, Earl David, leaving Scot-
 land north of the Forth to Alexander the elder. David thus

 ruled over Lothian and Cumbria for seventeen years before
 his accession to the throne of the north, which finally amal-
 gamated those provinces in the consolidated realm of
 Scotland.

 The elements which went to make up the Scottish people
 are curiously illustrated by the charters of the kings of the
 house of Duncan. Thus Edgar addresses his to the Scots
 and Angles; David, as Prince of Cumbria, before his acces-
 sion to the throne, to all his adherents, Normans, Angles,
 and Scots, and after his accession to 'all the good men of my
 whole kingdom, Scottish, English, Anglo-Norman, and Gall-
 widians.' The composition of the army he led to the Battle
 of the Standard is still more significant. The van consisted
 of the Picts qui vulgo Galweienses dicuntur, the second
 body of soldiers and archers, with whom were joined the
 Cumbrenses, or Britons of Strathclyde, and the Tevidalenses,
 or men of Teviotdale, who appear to be associated with them
 as of the same stock, though possibly they may have been
 Saxon; the third of the Laodenses, or men of Lothian, with
 the Islemen and men of the Lennox, and the fourth of the
 Scots and men of Moray, i.e. the inhabitants from Forth to
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 Spey, while with the king rode Norman and English knights.
 Thus in the year 1138, from all but a small portion of the
 realm, and from by far the largest part of the lowland area,
 the Celtic element predominated in the composition of the
 national army, or, in other words, of the Scottish nation.

 (To be continued.)

 THE ONLY SON

 NEIL MUNRO

 YOUNG Alasdair of Oolava is dead

 In the dark and over the deep,
 The world for his pillow, the wind his plaid,
 And I live on and weep!
 From the hour when they put him on my knee,
 I knew, my grief ! what the end would be;
 I knew before he gave smile or sigh,
 It was not at home his bones would lie,
 That he would love, and travel, and die,
 And leave me alone in Oolava.

 At night I am crying along the shore:
 ' Oh Alasdair, here is home!'
 And leave for your welcome the open door,-
 Not even your ghost will come.
 It must walk sad sands in the foreign lands,
 In blindness and blackness with outstretched hands,
 Too far, too far over sundering seas,
 Too far from your folk in the Hebrides
 For our poor dirging to give you ease,
 Oolava ! Oolava! Oolava !

 Did I know this night where my dead son
 Walks bloody with his chief,
 Would I not put plaid on my head and run
 Through the last black gate of grief,
 To walk by his side and bring to his mind
 The darling isle, and the folk so kind ?
 For it's dark in Death, where you are lost,
 My Alasdair, my wandering ghost;
 And far is the cry from that cursed coast
 To the little isle of Oolava !
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